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we gave them one of the cattle and one of the deer
that Jacque had killed on the previous day. I do
not think that I have ever seen any savages more
eager for French tobacco than they. They came and
threw beaver-skins at our feet, to get some pieces of
it; but we returned these, giving them some pipefuls
of the tobacco because we had not yet decided
whether we would go farther.

Chachagwessiou and the other Ilinois left us, to
go and join their people and give them the goods
that they had brought, in order to obtain their robes.
In this they act like the traders, and give hardly any
more than do the French. I instructed them before
their departure, deferring the holding of a council
until the spring, when I should be in their village.
They traded us 3 fine robes of ox-skins for a cubit
of tobacco; these were very useful to us during the
winter. Being thus rid of them, we said The mass
of the Conception. After the 14th, my disease turned
into a bloody flux.

Jacque arrived from the Ilinois village, which is
only six leagues from here; there they were suffering
from hunger, because the cold and snow prevented
them from hunting. Some of them notified la Tou-
pine* and the surgeon that we were here; and, as
they could not leave their cabin, they had so fright-
ened the savages, believing that we would suffer from
hunger if we remained here, that Jacque had much
difficulty in preventing 15 young men from coming
to carry away all our belongings.

As soon as the 2 frenchmen learned that my ill-
ness prevented me from going to them, the surgeon
came here with a savage, to bring us some blueber-
ries and corn. They are only 18 leagues from here,
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